
A  L I V I N G  N E A R  D U R H A M  G U I D E

Hillsborough
& Mebane
Historic streets, creative energy, and room to settle in.
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W E L C O M E

Finding your fit
west of Durham
Hillsborough and Mebane sit west of Durham, each with a
strong identity. Hillsborough pairs deep history with an
artistic, walkable center. Mebane offers a lively downtown,
growing neighborhoods, parks, and convenient access
along the I-40/I-85 corridor.

I grew up in Durham and spent my teenage years in
Hillsborough. I know this area not simply as a collection of
exits and listings, but as a place where daily routines,
familiar roads, and community ties shape what home feels
like.

This guide will help you compare the pace, setting,
housing, and practical details—so you can begin with the
life you want and work backward to the right address.

More than a move—find where you
belong.

— Kerry
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T H E  A R E A  A T  A  G L A N C E

One corridor.
Three ways to think about home.

01
Hillsborough
Historic architecture,
an arts-minded
downtown, Riverwalk
access, and
neighborhoods with a
strong sense of place.

02
Mebane
A welcoming
downtown, newer
growth, parks,
shopping, and practical
access toward the
Triangle and Triad.

03
In between
Country roads and
quieter properties that
can offer more space
—while making county
lines and services
especially important.

T H E  Q U E S T I O N  T O  B E G I N  W I T H

Do you want historic walkability, growing-town
convenience, or more breathing room between the
two?
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W H E R E  D O  Y O U  F I T ?

If you want…

History & walkability
Start with Hillsborough’s historic district
and nearby established neighborhoods.

Growth & convenience

Look toward Mebane for a growing-
town rhythm and easy regional access.

Land, trees & quiet
Explore the roads outside both town
centers, with extra attention to county
and utility details.

A balanced middle
Compare neighborhoods near the
corridor where small-town character
meets practical access.

The “best” place is the one that fits your daily life—not simply the one everyone has
heard of.
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T H E  H I S T O R I C  T O W N

Hillsborough
Hillsborough’s character comes from layers:
early history, more than a hundred historic
homes and buildings, an arts-minded
downtown, and a close relationship with the
Eno River.

What draws people here
Distinctive architecture, local shops and
restaurants, community events, Riverwalk,
and the feeling of a town that values both its
history and its creative life.

What to consider
Older homes can carry renovation history
and maintenance needs. Walkability, lot size,
traffic, and property condition vary by street,
so compare the lived experience—not only
the address.

B E S T  F O R

People who want historic character,
local culture, outdoor access, and a
small-town center within reach of
Durham and Chapel Hill.
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H I L L S B O R O U G H  R H Y T H M

History, nature,
and everyday life.

Historic & established
Older architecture, porches, mature
trees, and homes with personality—
often with renovation history worth
understanding.

Downtown & creative
Independent businesses, food, arts,
events, and a compact center that
rewards time spent on foot.

Riverwalk & trails
About three miles along the Eno
connect nature, downtown, and a
portion of North Carolina’s Mountains-
to-Sea Trail.

Beyond downtown
Established neighborhoods, newer
communities, and rural-edge properties
broaden the choices outside the
historic core.

A  U S E F U L  S E A R C H  S T R A T E G Y

Walk downtown, drive your likely commute, and visit Riverwalk. Then compare the quiet
residential streets and outlying roads to see which version of Hillsborough fits your week.
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T H E  G R O W I N G  T O W N

Mebane
Mebane combines a personable downtown
with expanding neighborhoods, regional
shopping, parks, and convenient travel
toward both the Triangle and the Triad.

What life feels like
Friendly, practical, and evolving. Historic
areas and established streets sit alongside
newer communities and everyday
conveniences.

What to consider
Growth varies by location. Confirm county,
schools, utilities, traffic, planned
development, and the services tied to the
exact address.

B E S T  F O R

People who want small-town personality, practical amenities, newer options, and
convenient regional access.
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M E B A N E  R H Y T H M

Room to grow
Mebane blends a personable downtown
with growing neighborhoods, parks, and
convenient regional access.

What draws people here
Local shops, parks, Lake Michael,
Cates Farm, community events, and
access along I-40/I-85.

What to consider
Confirm county, schools, utilities,
taxes, commute patterns, and
planned development for the exact
address.

B E S T  F O R

People seeking small-town
personality, practical amenities, and
regional access.
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E V E R Y D A Y  L I F E

What matters after
moving day

Commute
Test your route at the time you would actually travel. Easy
interstate access does not guarantee the same experience
at every hour.

Schools & services
Confirm current school assignment, county, taxes, utilities,
and service availability for the exact address. Boundaries
and programs can change.

Property & county basics
Ask about surveys, easements, utilities, broadband, flood
considerations, historic-district rules, wells or septic
systems, and nearby development.

Your weekly rhythm
Think beyond work: groceries, healthcare, worship, family,
hobbies, restaurants, trails, parks, and the places you will
visit repeatedly.

A place can be beautiful and still not fit your life. The right
search looks at both.
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P L A N N I N G  Y O U R  M O V E

A thoughtful search
starts before the listings.

1
Define the life you want
Name the pace, setting, daily conveniences, and amount of home or land you truly
want to care for.

2
Choose your anchors
Map work, family, healthcare, school, airport access, and the places that shape your
week—then test real drive times.

3
Explore in person
Spend time in both downtowns, follow your likely commute, visit parks and trails,
and drive the roads beyond the town limits.

4
Understand each property
Check systems, county, utilities, restrictions, planned growth, and future upkeep.

You do not need to know the exact town yet—only
what you want home to feel like.

C O N N E C T I O N  B E F O R E  T R A N S A C T I O N 1 0



Y O U R  L O C A L  G U I D E

Meet Kerry
I help people discover not just where they
can live, but where they want to live.

My approach is rooted in teaching, honest
conversation, and a deep affection for the
communities surrounding Durham. Whether
you are drawn to Hillsborough’s history,
Mebane’s growing energy, or a quieter road
between them, I would be glad to help you
understand your options.

S C H E D U L E  A  C O N V E R S A T I O N

Kerry Johnson
RE/MAX Premier Realty

kerryjohnsonrealty.com
livingneardurhamnc.com

(336) 504-4999
kerrysellzhomes@gmail.com
calendly.com/kerrysellzhomes/15min

✤  ✤  ✤

Historic streets. Growing
towns. Better living.
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