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A LIVING NEAR DURHAM GUIDE

Durham,
Bahama & Rougemont

City energy, country roads, and room to belong.

KERRY JOHNSON - RE/MAX PREMIER REALTY



WELCOME

Finding the place that
feels like yours

Durham is vibrant, historic, creative, and constantly
evolving. Just beyond it, Bahama and Rougemont offer a
quieter rhythm—open land, familiar roads, and the kind of
breathing room that can be hard to find closer to the city
center.

| grew up in Durham, spent my teenage years in
Hillsborough, married a Roxboro native, and have lived in
this part of North Carolina for more than three decades. |
know these communities not simply as places on a map,
but as places where lives are built.

This guide is here to help you notice the differences, ask
better questions, and begin imagining where you might
feel most at home.

More than a move—find where you
belong.

— Kerry
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THE AREA AT A GLANCE

One region.
Three distinct ways to live.

01 02 03

Durham Bahama Rougemont
Urban energy, A small crossroads A peaceful rural setting
established community with with larger properties,
neighborhoods, country homes, wooded roads, and
culture, universities, farmland, and a close easy reach toward
restaurants, and easier connection to northern Durham, Roxboro, and
access to major Durham. Hillsborough.
employers.

THE QUESTION TO BEGIN WITH
Do you want to be near the center of things—or close
enough to visit while living at a gentler pace?
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WHERE DO YOU FIT?

If you want...

Walkability & variety

Start with Durham’s downtown-
adjacent and established city
neighborhoods.

Community with elbow
room

Look north toward Bahama and the
edges of Durham County.

Land, trees & quiet

Explore Rougemont and the rural roads
connecting the region.

A little of everything

Consider northern Durham, where city
convenience begins to soften into
country living.

The “best” place is the one that fits your daily life—not simply the one everyone has

heard of.
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THE CITY

Durham

Durham’s character comes from contrast: old
tobacco buildings and new restaurants, quiet
bungalow streets and modern townhomes,
college traditions and a thriving arts culture.

What draws people here

Distinctive neighborhoods, access to Duke
and Research Triangle Park, cultural events,
local food, greenways, and the feeling that
there is always something new to discover.

What to consider

Traffic and commute patterns vary greatly by
neighborhood. Housing styles, lot sizes,
renovation levels, and street-by-street
character can change quickly.

BEST FOR

People who want choices,
convenience, cultural life, and a home
base with a strong sense of place.
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DURHAM NEIGHBORHOOD RHYTHM

The city changes
block by block.

Historic & established Downtown-adjacent

Tree-lined streets, older architecture, Closer to restaurants, events, and city
front porches, and homes with activity, with a mix of older homes, infill
character—often with renovation construction, townhomes, and condos.

history worth understanding.

Suburban convenience Northern edge

Neighborhood amenities, newer Larger lots and a quieter feel while
construction, and easier daily routines remaining connected to Durham’s jobs,
—especially near shopping and healthcare, and cultural life.

commuter routes.

A USEFUL SEARCH STRATEGY

Choose your daily anchors first—work, school, family, medical care, or favorite activities.

Then compare neighborhoods by real drive time and the feeling of the streets, not
distance alone.
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THE CROSSROADS

Bahama

Bahama is small enough that many people
pass through without realizing how much life
is tucked along its country roads. It feels
connected to northern Durham, yet clearly
rural.

BEST FOR

What life feels like

Unhurried, familiar, and grounded. Homes
range from older family properties to custom
builds and acreage.

What to consider

Well and septic systems, internet availability,
road access, commute patterns, and the
maintenance that comes with land.

Someone who wants a country setting without feeling entirely removed from Durham.

BAHAMA
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What draws people here

Privacy, acreage, older farmhouses,
custom homes, and room for gardens,
workshops, animals, or simply quiet.

What to consider

The exact county can affect taxes,
schools, permits, services, and daily
travel. Also verify property
boundaries, septic suitability, utilities,
broadband, and road access.

BEST FOR
People who value space and serenity
more than immediate convenience.



EVERYDAY LIFE

What matters after
moving day

Commute

Test the route at the time you would actually travel. A short
distance can feel very different during peak traffic.

Schools & services

Confirm current assignments and service availability
directly. Boundaries and programs can change.

Country-property basics

Ask about wells, septic systems, surveys, easements,
internet, propane, private roads, outbuildings, and land-use
restrictions.

Your weekly rhythm

Think beyond work: groceries, healthcare, worship, family,
hobbies, restaurants, parks, and the places you will visit
repeatedly.

A place can be beautiful and still not fit your life. The right
search looks at both.
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PLANNING YOUR MOVE

A thoughtful search
starts before the listings.

Define the life you want

Name the pace, setting, daily conveniences, and amount of home or land you truly
want to care for.

Choose your anchors
Map work, family, healthcare, school, airport access, and the places that shape your
week.

Explore in person

Drive the roads, visit at different times, and notice what cannot be learned from a
listing portal.

Understand each property
Look beyond finishes to systems, land, restrictions, renovation history, and future
upkeep.

You do not need to know the exact town yet. You only need
to know what you want home to feel like.
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YOUR LOCAL GUIDE

Meet Kerry

| help people discover not just where they
can live, but where they want to live.

My approach is rooted in teaching, honest
conversation, and a deep affection for the
towns and countryside surrounding Durham.
Whether you are drawn to a historic
neighborhood, a quieter crossroads, or a
home with room to breathe, | would be glad
to help you understand your options.

SCHEDULE A CONVERSATION

Kerry Johnson
RE/MAX Premier Realty

kerryjohnsonrealty.com
livingneardurhamnc.com

(336) 504-4999
kerrysellzhomes@gmail.com
calendly.com/kerrysellzhomes/15min

Small towns. Open spaces.
Better living.
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